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Fruitland Elementary fourth graders (from left)
Vincent Kosier and Josiah Sutherland learn
geometry skills with assistance from Building
Learning Specialist Kris Njos.

Seventh and tenth graders improved in
reading, writing, and math, and fourth
graders made progress in all but writing,
on the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) taken last spring.

The healthy gains made over the past year,
however, are only part of a larger picture
of academic achievement evident through-
out the Puyallup School District.

WASL scores over the past several years
show that students in many schools have
made progress in the core academic
subjects in two and in some cases three
consecutive years.

Edgemont Junior High students, for
example, have made gains in reading,
writing, and math in each of the past three
years. Ballou Junior High reports three years
of improvement in reading, while Stahl
Junior High has demonstrated achievement
in math. Last year�s seventh graders made
some of the biggest gains Districtwide, and
Stahl�s progress in all three subjects was
highlighted in a recent statewide WASL
speech by Dr. Terry Bergesen, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

At the high school level, Emerald Ridge,
Rogers, and Puyallup all report gains in
writing since 2001, and Puyallup also
made three-year gains in math.

Firgrove, Fruitland, Wildwood, and Zeiger
elementaries show students achieving at
higher levels since 2001 in at least one of
the core academic subjects, and numerous
other schools boosted their WASL scores
over two consecutive years.

�We are continuing to see positive results
from all of our hard work. Students are
achieving at higher levels than ever
before,� says Bob Silverman, Executive
Director of Assessment, Research, and
Program Accountability.

This year�s WASL results also show
schools are making progress with efforts
to close the achievement gap among all
students and to meet annual state and
District goals in math and reading.

Educators say the gains are cause for
celebration and accurately reflect academic
growth even though the state made changes
this year in how student achievement is
measured. Essentially, the line used to
separate when a student does or does not
meet standard was adjusted slightly � in
this case in favor of a student who barely
missed making standard last year � to
more accurately measure what each child
should be learning.

In a two hour study session last month, the
School Board met with District adminis-
trators to review detailed school-by-school
scores, celebrate success stories, discuss
areas in which the District can improve,

and hear about learning strategies success-
ful in other school districts.

�We need to identify strengths and
weaknesses and programs to help students
to be successful,� says Superintendent
Tony Apostle.

Puyallup�s educators and others across the
state have been keeping a close eye on
performance gains, especially now that the
requirement for students to pass the WASL

to graduate high school
is only a year away.
This year�s ninth
graders must pass the
tenth-grade WASL  in
reading, writing, and
math before they can
earn a Certificate of
Academic Achieve-
ment and be eligible to
graduate in 2008.
Those who don�t pass
one or more of the
sections will be given
up to four retakes.
Beginning in 2010,
students must also pass
the WASL science
section to graduate.

This year�s eleventh
graders are also the
first class to have their
tenth-grade WASL
scores included on
their high school
transcripts. Students
who failed to meet
standard on one or

more of the areas last year can retake the
test this spring at no cost. A fee will be
charged for students who met standard
but want to retake a portion of the WASL
to try and get higher scores.

Science also continues to be phased in as
part of the WASL at grades five, eight, and
10. This past spring was the first year all
students in grades eight and 10 took a
mandatory science WASL. Fifth graders

continued on page 4
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Connections is published periodically by the
Puyallup School District as part of a com-
munications link between the District and the
community.  Its intent and purpose is to pro-
vide the Board and District staff a venue to
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grams, goals, and activities of  public edu-
cation in the Puyallup School District.  Please
direct questions or comments to Karen
Hansen, Director of Communications and
Executive Services, PO Box 370, Puyallup
WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-8703 or
email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.
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Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educat ional  programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Of f icer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

Superintendent's Message
Teamwork gets school year off to a great start

Tony  Apostle
Superintendent

Student submits winning 150th logo

Maplewood Elementary sixth grader Austin Otte received a T-shirt
and frame featuring his winning 150th anniversary design at a
School Board meeting last month. With him are (from left) Principal
Beth Millie, sixth-grade teacher Miles Erdly, and fifth-grade teacher
Ann Valentine.

We celebrated the opening of our 2004-
2005 school year with a rally at Sparks
Stadium for our 2000+ staff members �
the first time we have assembled the entire
staff to celebrate the opening of school.  We
dedicated a new District flag, recognized
staff in each building and department, and
enjoyed remarks given by Board President
Greg Heath, Puyallup Education Associa-
tion President Margaret Langston, and
others.  It was a great start to a new school
year in the Puyallup School District.

As you are aware, our enrollment this year
continues to increase.  We have increased
approximately 150 students from last year
� and we continue to enroll new students
each day.  While we are fortunate that our
District and community are growing, this
increased student growth presents problems
and concerns with student housing.  Our
Board of Directors and staff are working
hard to balance class sizes and build schools
to provide needed classrooms as soon as

possible.  We appreciate the support of
parents and staff as we work to balance our
class sizes throughout the District.

In early September, we received the results
of last spring�s WASL testing.  Again, we
were pleased to learn that many of our
students improved on almost every measure.
Our staff worked hard last year to ensure that
our students continue to improve their
academic achievement, and I want to
recognize both our staff and our students for

their significant accomplishments.

While we congratulate many of our
students for increased academic achieve-
ment, we also recognize there is much
more work to do.  We have far too many
students who are not meeting state
academic standards, and we are committed
to intensifying our efforts to support these
students by providing all students with
access to programs and learning that will
help them achieve these rigorous stan-
dards.  Student achievement is our number
one priority, and we want to ensure that
each of our students has the skills and
knowledge that will help them succeed
after graduating from our schools.

On Wednesday, September 22, we
initiated our first Learning Improvement
Calendar providing some much-needed
time for staff training and collaboration.
Secondary students are continuing their
one-hour early release on Wednesdays.
Through the efforts of over 75 parents and
service providers, students in each of our
schools are offered a variety of after-
school enrichment opportunities including
reading improvement classes, art classes,
athletic opportunities, and other programs.
Although we continue to improve our
offerings on these early dismissal Wednes-
days, we are very pleased with the results
of the program to date.

I spent my first weeks as your new superin-
tendent visiting classrooms and speaking
with staff and students throughout the
District.  I have been very pleased to see
the learning process that is taking place in
each of our schools.  In Puyallup, we are
fortunate to have an outstanding staff of
principals, instructional staff, and support
staff � all working together to make sure
that our students are achieving their very
best.  We are also fortunate to have
thousands of volunteers helping with
reading, math, science, and numerous other
classroom activities.  Throughout our
community, we have supportive parents,
grandparents, relatives, and friends working
at home to ensure that our children
complete their classroom assignments.
Together, we will help each of our children
reach his or her highest potential.  Thanks
for being a part of the team.
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Museum highlights

Diana Seeley
School Board
Member

Literacy is a foundation for all learning

This year marks 75 years that the
Karshner Museum has been part
of the Puyallup School District � 75
years of students visiting, exploring, and
learning by handling certain artifacts.

The Museum has been busy this fall with
teachers beginning to schedule their

class visits. Discovery kits are being
sent to classrooms containing artifacts
from the Museum�s collection, which
help provide hands-on learning in the
classroom.

Director Steve Crowell also continues to
work on the newly built exhibit based on
Camp Harmony in Puyallup in 1942.
This internment barrack will provide
learning opportunities for all students.

The next Family Day, sponsored by
Friends of the Karshner Museum, is
scheduled from 10 am to 2 pm Saturday,
December 4. The theme will be �Pioneer
Holidays.� Cost is $3 per person or $6
per family. For more information,
contact the Karshner Museum at (253)
841-8748 or visit the Web site at
www.karshnermuseum.org.

Literacy, the ability to read and write,
allows us to comprehend many different
types of materials and communicate
effectively. As educators, parents, and
community members, there is no greater
gift we give, nor challenge we face, than
to ensure all of our students obtain a high
proficiency in literacy. This is the founda-
tion of all learning.

As parents, we can participate in creating
the groundwork for our children to
become accomplished in reading and
writing. Parents who share in their
children�s activities provide opportunities
for questions and discussion that promote
language development.

All parents can participate equally in their
child�s literacy growth. Parents who speak
English as a second language can tell

stories, read to their children in their
primary language, and share information
about their culture. Even parents who have
limited reading skills are still important
teachers. Storytelling is an important
literacy activity that lays a basis for
learning to read. Literacy activities such as
these help children to connect what they
learn in the classroom to their lives outside
of school.

As children learn to read, they use their

experiences to expand both their oral and
written skills. Children need to talk about
their experiences, ask questions, and use
language to relay their understanding. A
love of stories and writing cultivated by
parents tempts children to read, to discuss
their interests, and to document their
feelings. Parents are vital as positive role
models in all of these activities.

As parents, we have the chance to lay the
foundation for readers who read for
enjoyment and information and for writers
who write to communicate and document
what is most important to them. We have the
opportunity to open the door to learning. A
wise educator once said, �Regardless of
man�s aspirations, dreams or visions, he
cannot follow the pathway if he cannot read
the signs. He will not have that ability to
record and appreciate the journey.�

Call for bus drivers
The District is looking for people
interested in working as school bus
drivers. The job is excellent for people
who enjoy driving and children, want
part-time hours with benefits, prefer
summers and holidays off work, have
clean driving records, and are at least 21
years old. Salary starts at $11.75 per
hour. Applications are available at the
Education Service Center, 302 Second
St. SE, Puyallup and must be accompa-
nied by a �5-year complete� driving
abstract (D.O.L.). For more information,
contact Driver Trainer Betsy Ceccanti at
(253) 841-8669.

Kicking off the new school year during Rally Day are (top left) Zeiger Elementary Principal Brian Fox and Building
Learning Specialist Margie Rehmeyer hang a school banner; (bottom left) Kalles Junior High staff sing �Be True
to Your School� and are joined by (center, left to right) School Board President Greg Heath, Superintendent Tony
Apostle, and Puyallup Education Association President Margaret Langston; and bottom right, Heath and Director
Diana Seeley display the District�s 150th anniversary flag.

Staff celebrates new school year at Rally Day

(center photo courtesy of Gary McCutcheon)
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Edgemont Junior High School students and staff, including this class
of  ninth graders, devote 15 minutes four mornings a week to silent
reading. These ninth graders will be among the first students required
to pass the 10th-grade WASL and meet other requirements to
graduate from high school in 2008.

participated in a voluntary trial of the science
assessment and will be required to complete
that portion of the WASL this spring.

For nearly a decade much of the focus of
the WASL in reading, writing, and math
has been on grades four, seven, and 10.
Beginning in 2006 students in grades
three, five, six, and eight will also
participate in the reading and math
sections. To begin to prepare students for
this change, the Puyallup School District
will try out the new assessment this
spring in those grades; however, in this
trial year no scores are released to
schools or parents.

Schools throughout the District are helping
to prepare students to meet standards by
making sure what is taught in each grade is
in line with the state�s high standards for
learning. These standards are referred to as
Essential Academic Learning Require-
ments (EALRs).

Textbooks and materials are being
reviewed and updated, before and after
school enrichment programs are under
way, parents and community members are
volunteering to help students reach their

Puyallup School
District state report
cards available

potential, and teachers are receiving
professional training on how to best
deliver instruction.

As part of its continued emphasis on literacy,
for example, the District invited Nikki

Elliott-Schuman,
the state�s
writing assess-
ment specialist,
to Puyallup last
month to
provide teachers
with insight and
advice on how
to strengthen
students� writing
skills. This
year�s first
teacher training
day held the day
before school
opened also
featured a talk
about reading
and literacy as
�the new civil
rights� (see
page eight for
more on the
presentation).

Schools that showed gains on the WASL
this past year in math also report
innovative ways they are trying to reach
students.

At Fruitland Elementary, which has made
progress on the WASL in math the past
three years, Building Learning Specialist
Kris Njos spends 45 minutes once a week
in fourth-grade classes this fall providing
math enrichment lessons to help students
learn skills such as geometry and algebra.
She will provide similar lessons later this
year for third graders.

During a recent geometry lesson, Njos had
students use �geoboards� to support the
math concepts she presented. Students
stretched colored rubber bands over pins
sticking out of square boards to create line
segments, parallel and intersecting lines,
and shapes such as triangles and penta-
gons. They then used their rulers to draw
the shapes and recorded their findings in a
notebook journal, incorporating both math
and writing skills.

�There is so much math in fourth grade,� says
Njos. �We want to hit some of those geometry
and algebra skills early on so teachers can
build on them throughout the year.�

Emerald Ridge High School students (from left)
Danielle Carter and Jeevanjot Kaur complete a writing
assignment in math class. Emerald Ridge students
have made gains in writing on the WASL in each of  the
past three years.

The Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA), also known as
�No Child Left Behind Act of 2001�
(NCLB) requires all schools, school
districts, and states to publish �report
cards� that contain specific pieces of
information highlighting their
progress.

These report cards provide data on the
Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) tests broken down
by gender, race/ethnicity, disability,
limited English, and economically
disadvantaged. They also include
information on school demographics,
graduation and dropout rates for
secondary students, unexcused 
absences for elementary, and school
improvement.

The Puyallup School District believes
the report cards provide the community
with important information about local
public schools. 

Data can be accessed through the
District�s Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Once con-
nected, follow these easy steps:

1) Click on the OSPI logo at bottom
right of the homepage screen

2) Bring cursor over RESEARCH/
REPORTS on OSPI�s Home Page
heading and drag the cursor down to
SCHOOL REPORT CARD and click

3) Select �Puyallup� in the list on right
side of screen and click �Search.�  At the
bottom of the screen, click on school
about which you would like information.

Printed copies of these report cards can
be reviewed at the 31 schools through-
out the District. Copies are also
available from 7:30 am to 4:30 pm at
the reception desk at the Education
Service Center, 302 Second Street SE,
Puyallup.

Continued from page 1

WASL results
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Students learn leadership in model government program

Emerald Ridge High student Amma Bofa spent a week
in Washington D.C. this summer as part of  Girls Nation.

The voices of 400 girls reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance echoed through the
auditorium.  For the girls participating in
Girls State 2004 at Central Washington
University, it was their first exposure to a
state governed entirely by girls.

Girls State, a summer program of the
American Legion Auxiliary, offers a select
group of girls the opportunity to spend a
week immersed in a model government
program where each girl assumes a political
leadership position at the local, regional, or
statewide level.  This year, about 25,000
girls nationwide participated in the state
programs.  The American Legion operates a
similar program for boys.

�It�s one of the greatest things I�ve ever
done,� says Anna Bofa, a senior at
Emerald Ridge High School. Anna and
her twin sister, Amma, both participated
in Girls State. �It�s the first time I�ve met
girls like me who had the same goals as
me,� says Anna. �I made some amazing
friends during our week together. I also

see patriotism in a new way and feel really
lucky to live in a democracy.�

Anna chose to run for State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction since education

is a very
important issue
for her.  Other
girls from
Puyallup,
including twin
sister Amma
(also from
Emerald Ridge
High School),
Christina Kim
and Anish Garg
from Rogers
High School,
and Lauren
Hildesheim
from Puyallup
High School,
immersed
themselves in
other aspects of

state and federal government.  Boys State
participants included Jonathan An and
Brian Yi from Emerald Ridge High
School, and Joshua Shake from Rogers
High School.

For Puyallup High School ASB president
and Girls State participant Lauren
Hildesheim, the experience provided
broader leadership training and experi-
ence.  �I took away from this experience a
lot of new knowledge about issues of
government on a variety of levels.  I also
feel like women have the power to do so
much in our nation and our world. It was a
very empowering experience.�

Amma Bofa became interested in politics
after taking Advanced Placement U.S.
History during her junior year at Emerald
Ridge High School.  While she went on to
win the Girls State election for one of two
coveted seats to Girls Nation, representing
Washington state at the model government
conference as a U.S. Senator, she first had
to win local and regional party elections
and give several speeches in support of
her candidacy. �It was such an honor to be
selected by a group of such smart,
committed girls to represent our state,�

Reading Academy program helps
elementary students boost skills
Like most kids, third-grader Summer
Barrett looks forward to the end of the
school day. On Wednesdays, she is even
more excited.

At the sound of the final school bell, the
Northwood Elementary student moves
down the hall to another classroom to
spend about three hours learning to
become a better reader.

Summer is among more than 400 elemen-
tary students in 18 schools participating this
fall in a 10-week Reading Academy
program on the District�s new Wednesday
early dismissal days. The program partners
Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) graduate
students, who are studying to be teachers,
with students in grades two through five.

On the first day of the program September
22, Summer was all smiles as she first
listened to a graduate student read a story
to the class, then sat at a table in the hall to

have some one-on-one reading instruction
with PLU student Kevin Roberts. Students
receive intense reading instruction in the
areas of phonics, vocabulary, comprehen-
sion, and reading fluency.

There are three to four PLU students
teaching the Reading Academy at each
school.  They meet every Wednesday
morning at the Puyallup Public Library to
learn various teaching strategies and
reading assessments. The university course
is taught by PLU literacy professor Dr. Jan
Lewis with assistance from District
Language Arts Coordinator Susan Templin.

Summer�s mother, Tania, says she couldn�t
be happier to have her daughter in the
program. �It�s a great opportunity for the
kids to get a jump on their reading skills.�
Parents are asked to arrange for transpor-
tation home from the program each week
and to set aside 20 minutes each day for
at-home reading activities.

Northwood Elementary School third-grader Summer Barrett is all
smiles as she learns to become a better reader with the help of
Pacific Lutheran University graduate student Kevin Roberts. Summer
is among more than 400 elementary students participating in the new
Reading Academy program on Wednesday afternoons.

continued on page 8
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Map shows location of  Elementary Schools #22 and #23, scheduled to open in 2007, and Junior High #7,
scheduled to open in 2008, in relation to surrounding schools and neighborhoods.

School bond update
Two new elementary schools to open in September 2007
Two new elementary schools, each built to
hold 750 students, will open their doors to
students in September 2007, providing
relief to overcrowding at neighboring
Hunt, Pope, and Brouillet elementaries.

The School Board decided in the past
several months to open the two schools
simultaneously and serve 750 students
instead of 550 as originally planned.

Both decisions were based on recommen-
dations from the District�s Bond Over-
sight Committee, a 12-member commit-
tee made up of nine citizens and three
School District staff members. The
committee has been meeting over
summer and poring over documents to
determine what is best for students
educationally and taxpayers financially.

Moving up the opening of Elementary
#23 one year to 2007 provides quicker
relief for Brouillet Elementary, which is
the second largest elementary school in
the District with 905 students enrolled
as of late last month. The school, built
to handle 550 students, is strained in its
ability to handle the influx of students
who live in the rapidly developing
Silver Creek housing tract just south of
176th Street.

Building two schools simultaneously can
also be cost effective, especially if the two
schools have similar building designs but
still retain their own community flavor.
Design work, for example, can be done
simultaneously and certain building
materials may be purchased in bulk if both
schools are bid as one project. That
translates to a savings to the taxpayers,
says Rudy Fyles, Director of Facilities.

Providing enough room to adequately serve
all students in their neighborhood school
was a key factor in the Board�s decision to
increase the school buildings to accommo-
date 750 students. The current elementary
school standard of 550 students provides
room for three classrooms per grade level.
By moving to 750 students, there will be
four classrooms for each grade.

The District has four elementary schools
with more than 750 students this year
(Pope, Brouillet, Firgrove, and Hunt). In
each of these schools, which have added
the maximum number of portable class-
rooms to serve the growing population, the
�core infrastructure� � areas inside the
buildings � are being stressed since they
were built to serve 550 students.

Elementaries #22 and #23 will be designed

with sufficient infrastructure space, including
heavy student traffic areas such as hallways,
commons, restrooms, and libraries.

In other action the past few months,
the School Board agreed to purchase
nearly 12 acres of land on South Hill
for the construction of Elementary
#22. The school will be located near
168th Street East and 128th Avenue
East near Sunrise and will relieve

overcrowding at Hunt and Pope
elementary schools. The District
already owns land to build Elementary
#23 near 182nd Street East off Silver
Creek Drive East in Silver Creek.

The District also already owns land to
build its seventh junior high, scheduled to
open in September 2008. The school will
be located just north of Emerald Ridge
High School near 180th Street East.
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Kalles and Aylen junior highs to be replaced

Projects completed

Kalles and Aylen junior high schools �
two of the oldest schools in the District
� will be replaced rather than modern-
ized under a plan recently approved by
the District Board of Education.

The decision to replace rather than
modernize the two buildings was made
after studies showed modernization
would cost more than new construction.
If the cost of modernization is 80
percent or more of the cost of new
construction, the District is required to
rebuild or else forfeit $15 million in
state matching money.

Both schools need extensive work to
the infrastructures, including improve-
ments to sewer, water, electrical,

roofing, heating, windows, and founda-
tions, as well as seismic upgrades.

A study by the District�s Bond Oversight
Committee also found that new construction
would be less disruptive to students and
staff. The new schools will be built where
the outdoor fields are currently located,
enabling students to stay in the existing
buildings undisturbed during the entire
construction phase spanning two years.

Since playing fields at these two junior
highs will be unavailable during the
construction period, other fields in the area
will be scheduled carefully to make sure all
activities can be maintained.

The $198.5 million school bond approved

by voters last February, which included
renovating the two schools, was written so
that renovating the schools could include
new construction.

Planning is already under way for the
construction of the new Kalles Junior
High, which is scheduled to open in
September 2007. Several meetings have
been held to discuss possible designs for
the new building, with a final design
targeted for completion by January 2005.
Construction is scheduled to begin in
December 2005.

The new Aylen Junior High is scheduled
to open in 2009, with planning and pre-
design work to begin in spring 2006.

� New roof at Ferrucci Junior High

� Electrical improvements at
Northwood Elementary

� Land purchased for Elementary
#22

Projects under way
� 1,200 laptop computers and

supporting technology started
delivery to teaching staff in
August and will continue
throughout the year to schools
across the District

� Specific building plans, also
known as educational specifica-
tions, are under way for
Elementaries #22 and #23

� Architects are working this fall
on initial design drawings of the
Meeker Elementary remodel,
Fruitland Elementary classroom
addition, and Kalles and Aylen
junior high replacements

� School District staff have initi-
ated an elementary and junior
high school boundary study

Future projects
� New windows and carpets to be

installed at Ferrucci Junior High
beginning in June with completion
scheduled in August 2005

� Construction begins on Fruitland
Elementary addition and Meeker
Elementary remodel in summer
2005

Computer delivery
begins; roof replaced
(Top) Instructional Technology
Facilitator Nina (Will) Williams
assists Stewart Elementary
teacher Sandi Ahlers in the use
of  a laptop computer during a
training session with the new
equipment. Ahlers is one of  32
staff  members � one from each
school and QUEST � named
building technology liaisons. The
liaisons will help support fellow
staff  as they learn to use the new
equipment. The first of  1,200
laptop computers to be delivered
to teaching staff  throughout the
year arrived in schools in August
and will continue delivery
throughout this year. Supporting
equipment, such as document
cameras and projection devices,
will begin delivery this fall.

(Bottom) Workers replace the
roof over the summer at Ferrucci
Junior High School.
(bottom photo courtesy of Jeanne Rynne)

The following is a regular feature that will
appear in each issue of Connections
updating the community of progress made
on the school bond approved by voters in
February 2004.
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Director of
Communications
and Executive
Services

Karen Hansen is the
new director of commu-
nications and executive
services. She comes to
this post after serving
nine years as Administrative Assistant to the
Superintendent. Before that she worked as
director of vocational-technical and career
education, supervisor of business/marketing
education and diversified occupations in the
Puyallup School District, and a business
education teacher/coordinator in the Renton
School District and the San Juan Unified
School District in California. Hansen has
her bachelor�s and master�s degrees from
Pacific Lutheran University. She has also
completed the superintendent certification
program and is enrolled in the doctorate
program in education leadership at Seattle
Pacific University.

Director of
Athletics

Director of Special
Education
Richard Lentz is the
new director of special
education. Lentz comes
to this post after serving
one year as administrator
of school programs in the
Clover Park School
District. Before that he worked 31 years in
various administrative, teaching, and school
specialist positions in California. He has a
bachelor�s degree from University of
California, Berkeley, a master�s degree from
California State University, Fresno, and an
administrative services credential from
California State University, Sacramento.

Assistant Superin-
tendent of Student
Learning and
Instruction

Dick Cvitanich is the
new assistant superin-
tendent of student
learning and instruction.

He comes to Puyallup with 29 years of
public school education experience,
including the past 10 years as area adminis-
trator in the Highline School District in
Burien. Before that he served as an
elementary, intermediate, and high school
principal, a middle school assistant
principal, and a teacher in school districts
including Highline, Vashon Island, Sequim,
Central Kitsap, and Shaw Island. Cvitanich
is also a guest lecturer at Central Washing-
ton University. He has a bachelor�s degree
and his superintendent credential from
University of Washington, a master�s
degree and standard principal credential
from Western Washington University.

Puyallup High
School
Michael Joyner is the
new interim principal at
Puyallup High School
for the 2004-05 school
year. Joyner comes to
Puyallup with more

than 30 years experience in education. For
the past four years, he served as superin-
tendent of schools in the Sequim School
District.  Before that he served as assistant
superintendent in the Fife School District.
He also served as a school administrator
and teacher in Gainesville, Florida. Joyner
received his bachelor�s and master�s
degrees from the University of Florida and
his doctorate degree from Nova Southeast-
ern University in Florida.

New administrators selected
The following people have been selected to
fill leadership positions this year. Other new
administrators, including elementary,
secondary, and District positions, were
featured in the August issue of Connections.

says Amma.  �All of the 400 girls at Girls
State are there because they�re leaders in
their schools and communities. To be
selected by them as their U.S. Senator
was really an honor.�

While in Washington, D.C. for the week of
Girls Nation, the 100 participants debated
legislation, toured historical sites, and met
with political leaders and appointees involved
in a variety of governmental responsibilities.
Although Girls Nation participants

traditionally have a brief meeting with the
President, Amma was not disappointed when
the schedule changed and their meeting was
cancelled. �We were still able to go to the
White House, and we were able to meet a lot
of interesting people who do a lot of the real
work to make things happen at the federal
level.  The experience really motivated me
to learn more about political issues.�

Students are eligible to attend Boys State
or Girls State the summer after their junior
year.  Interested students should contact
their counseling office in the spring for
information about 2005 sessions.

Nationally-renowned reading expert
shares ideas with Puyallup educators

Phyllis
Hunter

Every child has the right to read. In fact,
it is �the new civil right� that ensures all
children have the opportunity for
success, says Dr. Phyllis Hunter, a
nationally-renowned reading expert.

As part of the School District�s continu-
ing focus on literacy, Hunter was invited
last month to be the keynote speaker at
two all-day trainings � one for elemen-
tary teachers and one for secondary
teachers. She shared strategies to help
students become better readers and
provided resources for teachers to learn
more about successful teaching methods.

After her three-hour presentation,
teachers broke into small groups to focus
on reading plans at specific schools,
departments, and grade levels.

In her address, Hunter says she speaks to
educators �because you are on the front
lines� in helping children be successful
readers and contributing citizens in a
text-based society. �Reading is their civil
right, and you are the civil rights
advocates.�

While there have been numerous
technological advances over the years,
Hunter reminded teachers that reading
and understanding text in the workplace
and society � whether it�s reading a map
or filling out a form at the doctor�s office
� is timeless.

Many of the reading tips she shared with

teachers apply to parents as well. She
encouraged staff to read to and talk to
and with students. Early intervention is
also critical for children who need help,
she says, and staff must use literacy
programs proven to help them accelerate

skills.

Hunter also recom-
mends that in addition
to the school library,
teachers keep a
classroom library
filled with books that
motivate students to
read. �You want
flashlight readers ...
the ones who will

stand five hours in line to get a book.�

Much of a child�s lifelong success with
reading occurs in the first years of
school, says Hunter. �What you do in
kindergarten through grade three is so
important to get them on the right track.�
Reading instruction does not, however,
stop at the elementary level. She encour-
aged teachers to make learning exciting,
especially for older students, by paying
attention to their interests.

As a reading consultant specializing in
scientific research-based programs, Hunter
has traveled nationally and internationally.
She is president of Phyllis C. Hunter
Consulting, Inc. and was confirmed by
Congress and President Bush to the
National Literacy Advisory Board.

Rick Wells is the
District�s new director of
athletics. Wells comes to
Puyallup from Shelton,
where he served the past
seven years as a principal
and vice principal.

Before that he worked as a high school vice
principal and athletic director in the South
Kitsap School District; an elementary
principal, high school vice principal, and
athletic director in the Steilacoom School
District; and a high school teacher, coach, and
athletic director for Tacoma Baptist School.
Wells has his bachelor�s and master�s degrees
and administrative credential from Pacific
Lutheran University.

Continued from page 5

Students learn leadership
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Members of the District Science Fair Team were special guests at a reception
hosted by Weyerhaeuser�s Council of Scientific and Engineering Advisors, honoring
Dr. Norman E. Borlaug � 1970 recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize and �Father of the
Green Revolution.�

Dr. Borlaug was especially pleased to have the opportunity to interact with local
educators, thank them for their commitment to young people, and stress the need for
quality science programs at all grade levels.

Following the reception, Dr. Borlaug presented a lecture entitled �Agriculture,
Forestry and the Environment � Bridging the Divide.� Dr. Borlaug was visiting the
Pacific Northwest as the Keynote Speaker for the American Forest and Paper
Association�s 2004 Forestry School Deans� Tour, hosted by Weyerhaeuser Company.

Science Resource Center team members meet Nobel Laureate

(photo courtesy of Dave Putnam, Weyerhaeuser Co.)

Pictured (from left):
Jan Ward, Science Resource Center Assistant; Sue Field,
Kindergarten teacher at Meeker Elementary School; Dr. Norman
Borlaug; and Karen Saxon, Science Resource Center Specialist.

Education Day
at the

Puyallup Fair

Celebrating 150 years of  excellence on Education Day at the Puyallup Fair are (clockwise from top left): Allison Wusterbarth of  Firgrove Elementary
and Kaitlyn Kosai of  Woodland Elementary show fair-goers how to make insects out of candy and pretzels at the QUEST booth; Rogers High JROTC
members Christin Gocha, Trevor Richie, Taylor Farrell, and Michael O�Brien march past the Education Building; The Aylen Twirlers (standing) Laura
Vitale and (kneeling) Cassandra Marohl perform with their group; Sierra Larberg of  Ridgecrest goes back in time at the Karshner Museum�s 75th

anniversary booth;  the Shaw Road Elementary choir, led by Jennifer Garrett, performs in western attire; 2-year-old Braidyn Parks of  Puyallup colors
with markers at the Stahl Junior High Family and Consumer Sciences booth; and Brant Edmonds, a second grader at Shaw Road Elementary and his
sister, Ava, use the flexible camera at the Science Resource Center display.
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Community, staff benefit from wellness programs

JoEtte Rossi-Luich leads students through a �warrior power pose�
during one of  her weekly Wellness Is Now (WIN) yoga classes.

District offers season
athletic passes

Mila Whiteman warms up during
a step, stretch, and sculpt class.

At the end of a busy school day, Wildwood
Elementary teacher Julie Schlumpf looks
forward to a one-hour yoga class where
she can relax her mind and tone her body.

Mila Whiteman, a kindergarten teacher at
Shaw Road Elementary, is also quick to
grab her water bottle and tennis shoes after
school for an energizing step aerobics
class � a weekly tradition she has kept for
more than 20 years.

Both Schlumpf and Whiteman are among
School District staff and community
members who find health benefits,
friendship, and fun in the �Wellness Is
Now� (WIN) programs offered through the
Puyallup School District.

The classes, which began in the early
1980s, are open to people of all ages and
abilities. They are presented by certified
instructors who in most cases also teach
wellness classes in the community.

During a recent yoga class, instructor
JoEtte Rossi-Luich began by having
students close their eyes, slow their
breathing, and focus on letting go of the
business of the day. With quiet music
playing in the background, she led students

through various �asanas,� or poses that
stretch and strengthen muscles and move
joints through full range of motion,
helping students gain flexibility, balance,
and power.

�This is not just another exercise class,�
she says. �It�s a holistic and well-minded
approach to well-being and healing.�

Rossi-Luich, who also works as a personal
trainer and a yoga instructor through
Good Samaritan Hospital and the Puyal-
lup Parks and Recreation Department, is
celebrating her 10th anniversary with the
program this year. Over the years she has
also mentored high school students with
their culminating projects.

South Hill resident Rosa Mays has been
attending the weekly yoga class for the past
eight years and even tells her employer not
to schedule her on Wednesday afternoons
so she doesn�t miss the class. �I feel so
relaxed. I wouldn�t want to miss it.�

Daryl Ashpole, who works part-time in
special services and assists as a volunteer
girls varsity fastpitch coach at Emerald
Ridge High School, says he has had two
hip replacements and enjoys yoga because
it helps him to stay flexible.

Yoga is taught Monday evenings at
Maplewood Elementary and Wednesday
afternoons at Meeker Elementary.

Across town at Shaw Road Elementary,
third-grade teacher Michele Roan picks up
the beat with a step, stretch, and sculpt
class on Monday and Thursday after-
noons. This is the twelfth year Roan has
been teaching the class and, like the yoga
class, welcomes people of all skill levels.

During her first class last month Roan, who
also teaches aerobics at Bally�s Fitness and
Pure Fitness in Tacoma, led the class in
warm up and stretches before moving into a
20-minute aerobic workout. With hands
clapping and fingers snapping to upbeat
music, students exercised with wooden
platform steps constructed years ago by
Rogers High School students.

Whiteman, the kindergarten teacher at
Shaw Road Elementary, says she keeps
coming back to the class after more than
two decades because �it gets you moving,
it�s convenient, and it keeps your heart
strong.�

For more information on WIN class times
and cost, contact coordinator Yvonne
Keen at ykeen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Season athletic passes for the 2004-05
school year, including discounts for
families, senior citizens, and School
District employees, are available for
purchase at Puyallup, Rogers, and
Emerald Ridge high schools.

The annual season passes offer a
considerable savings over purchasing
individual event tickets, says District
Athletic Director Rick Wells. Adult
tickets, for example, cost $5 per person
per event. The passes can be purchased
weekdays at the bookkeeper�s office at
each of the three high schools and
include the following:

Puyallup School District Individual
Season Pass: Admits one. Valid for all
athletic events at Emerald Ridge,
Puyallup, and Rogers high schools. $95.

Puyallup School District Family Season
Pass: Admits two adults and two children
14 years and younger. Valid for all athletic
events at Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and
Rogers high schools. $142.50.

Puyallup School District Golden Age
Individual Season Pass: Admits one.
Valid for all athletic events at Emerald
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high
schools. Must be 62 years of age or
older. New passes cost $23.75 per year.
Existing Golden Age passes will
continue to be honored.

Puyallup School District Employee
Individual Season Pass: Admits one.
Valid for all athletic events at Emerald
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high
schools. $45.50.

Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, or Rogers
High School Individual Season Pass:
Admits one. Valid for all athletic events
at only Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, or
Rogers High School. $50.

Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, or Rogers
High School Family Season Pass:
Admits two adults and two children 14
years and younger. Valid for all athletic
events at only Emerald Ridge, Puyallup,
or Rogers High School. $75.
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Budget planning begins for 2005-06 school year

Elizabeth Wesley
Youth Merit winners
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Schools welcome generous donations of supplies

Ron Bashaw, Store Manager at Top Food & Drug in Puyallup and
Lou Wilson, Service Manager of the Boeing Employees Credit Union
Puyallup Express Center, present school supplies to Ferrucci Junior
High Associated Student Body secretary Ansley Tworek and
president Riley Kain.

Eight Puyallup School District students
were recently recognized through the
Ninth Annual Elizabeth Wesley Youth
Merit Incentive Award Program.
Established in 1996, the Tacoma Urban
League�s Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit
Incentive Award Program was created to
recognize and honor African American
youth achievement.  The awards, based
on academic excellence, community
involvement, and good citizenship,
include a $350 award for each student.
Students are eligible for the awards
beginning in ninth grade and may
continue to apply for annual recognition
through eleventh grade.

The following students were recognized
for their achievements: Jessica Zuniga,
Ballou Junior High; Sienna Lyons,
Kalles Junior High; Cassandra Winker
and Teylar Greer, Rogers High School;
Shantel Lockett and Jennifer Pettie,
Emerald Ridge High School; and Kene
Ezeoke and Desan Garnett, Puyallup
High School.

The awards program is named for Elizabeth
Wesley, a civic leader active in the founding
of the Tacoma Urban League.

High schools to be
showcased at
November 1 meeting
The community is invited to hear about
high school programs in the Puyallup
School District, including a newly
revised culminating project, during an
evening set aside to showcase Emerald
Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker
high schools. The event will be held
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm November 1 in the
Rogers High Commons. The high
schools have been working closely over
the past year to examine existing
curriculum and programs and discuss
ways to best meet students� needs. At the
same time, a team of State education
officials are conducting a periodic
review of the District�s high schools as
part of the normal accreditation process.

Barely a month into the current school
year, District staff are already hard at
work beginning to develop the 2005-06
Puyallup School District budget.

The budget process has been moved up
several months this year to allow more
time to review the financial picture,
consider a plan of action, and receive
input from staff and the community.

�Development of the 2005-2006 budget is
likely to be a challenge and will require
considerable deliberation,� says Debra
Aungst, Assistant Superintendent for
Management Services.

There are a number of financial challenges
for next year, says Aungst. Student
enrollment will continue to rise, for

example, putting additional pressure on
already overcrowded facilities. Transpor-
tation costs will also increase as more
students will be served in other than their
resident schools.

Student achievement goals, including
those related to the federal No Child Left
Behind Act, will require increased
investment, as well as preparations for
the opening of two new elementary
schools in 2007.

In an effort to educate and involve more
staff in the budget development phase,
Aungst has scheduled budget presenta-
tions at each of the 31 schools and at all
other District building sites between
October and December. She also has
formed a 15-member Resource Advisory

Council,  made up of administrators and
other staff members representing the
spectrum of jobs throughout the District.
This Council will meet twice a month
through January to develop an initial
balanced budget recommendation for the
Cabinet, which is a team of administra-
tive leadership.

Community forums will be held this spring
to invite comments on the draft budget,
followed with public hearings before the
School Board on April 25 and May 23.

Aungst also welcomes comments or
questions from the community at any time.
She can be reached by e-mail at
daungst@puyallup.k12.wa.us, or by phone
at (253) 841-8762.

Backpacks, lunch boxes, notebooks,
pencil pouches, binders, crayons, and
erasers are among boxes full of school
supplies donated this fall by area busi-
nesses and individuals.

For the second year in a row, Top Food &
Drug and the Boeing Employees Credit
Union Puyallup Express Center teamed to
provide supplies. Together the two
businesses donated nearly $6,000 worth
of supplies which were distributed among
more than a dozen schools.

Ferrucci Junior High School Principal
Mark Vetter and two leadership
students recently accepted the supplies
from Lou Wilson, Service Manager of
the Boeing Employees Credit Union
Puyallup Express Center, and Ron
Bashaw, Store Manager at Top Food &
Drug on South Hill.

�Student readiness to learn is crucial,�
says Vetter. �When they have the basic
school supplies, they are more efficient
and capable learners. We are grateful
to the community for assisting us in
this way.�

Other donations of backpacks, sup-
plies, clothing, and/or money for
supplies came from: Costco, Office

Depot, Curves, Mt. View Elementary
PTA, The Church of Christ, Target,
State Farm Insurance, Corkscrew
Cellars, the Children�s Emergency
Fund, Albertsons, Starbucks, Alterra

Clare Bridge, School Tools for
Learning, Lampstand Family Minis-
tries, Central Pierce Fire and Rescue,
and several anonymous donations
from alumni to their former schools.
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Assets conference set
for October 26

Spotlight on student achievement

Puyallup Giftmakers, a �kids helping
kids� program operated by students in
the Puyallup School District, is in need
of donations.

Program organizers are looking for any
of these items: new stuffed animals;
new and nearly new toys for ages 4
through 14; coats (many of the
District's families have children
without coats); mittens and hats (many
children have no warm mittens or hats
for cold weather); stocking stuffers
(new or nearly new); sporting equip-
ment; gifts suitable for teenagers;
holiday stockings; and books for ages
4 to 14. Items may be dropped off at
Rogers High School or, beginning in

Giftmakers seeks donations
November, in a Giftmakers box set up
at the South Hill Mall.

Giftmakers is the District�s program that
helps needy families each December.
Parents can leave their children with an
on-site babysitter and shop for presents,
which are toys and other items donated
by the community.

As no District funds can be used for this
project, monetary donations are always
appreciated. Checks should be made out
to the Puyallup Schools Foundation and
sent to Karen Hansen, Director of
Communications and Executive Services,
at the Puyallup School District, PO Box
370, Puyallup, WA 98371.

150th anniversary
celebration set
A community-wide celebration will be
held Saturday, April 30, 2005 to cel-
ebrate the Puyallup School District�s
150th anniversary. The day-long event at
Puyallup High School will include
activities and displays, a dinner, and
musical entertainment.

Current and former Puyallup School
District music students of all ages are
invited to participate in the music perfor-
mances. Interested persons may contact:

Choir: Peggy Burrough at
pkburrough@msn.com
Orchestra: Robert McNamara, c/o
Kathleen Heckman at
kheckman@puyallup.k12.wa.us
Band: Gail Phillips at
gphillips@puyallup.k12.wa.us

Community members interested in helping
plan anniversary events are invited to
attend the next planning meeting at 4 pm
November 3 at the Education Service
Center, 302 Second St. SE, Puyallup. The
District also is collecting School District
photos and memorabilia from the past 150
years. Items can be brought to the Karsh-
ner Museum, 309 4th Street NE, Puyallup,
weekdays between 9 am and 4 pm.

Registrations will be accepted through
October 22 for community members
interested in attending a conference to
address how individuals and groups can
work together to support area youth. The
conference begins at 8 am Tuesday,
October 26 at Bethany Baptist Church in
Puyallup. Jim Conway, a veteran trainer
with the Minnesota-based Search Institute,
is the keynote speaker. The Institute has
identified 40 developmental assets �
concrete, positive experiences and qualities
that have an influence on young people�s
lives and choices. Results of  recent surveys
that asked this District�s students questions
about those 40 assets will be discussed. To
register, contact Karen Hansen, Director of
Communications and Executive Services, at
(253) 841-8703. A registration form is also
available on the District Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Schools embrace multicultural read-aloud program
Lunch time had arrived, and Karshner
Elementary Principal Alice Drummer
decided to spend hers in the kindergarten
classroom sharing an alphabet book and
artifacts about Hawaii.

As she turned the page to the letter �l,�
Drummer held up a pink and white plastic
flower lei she wore around her neck.  A
few pages later, she turned to the letter �p�
and saw several children�s faces light up
as she showed a photo of a boy standing
among rows of pineapples at a fruit stand
in Hawaii.

�Look boys and girls,� Drummer said with
excitement. �You have pineapple on your
pizza for school lunch today!� Then she
held up a set of bookends shaped like
pineapples to show what the yellow, juicy
fruit looks like whole.

A is for Aloha is one book in a set of 26 in
the District�s new �Multicultural Read-
Aloud Kit� in use for the first time this fall
at all 21 elementary schools. The books
and accompanying artifact kits are
designed to support and enhance existing
curriculum in kindergarten through grade
six and give students a glimpse of what it
is like to live in other cultures.

�This is an opportunity to expose kids to

great multicultural literature,� says
Drummer. �It takes them on an imaginary
vacation. Hopefully it will spawn interest
and they will choose to read other related
books on their own.�

Director of Diversity Affairs Marya A.
Gingrey says she hopes the new

multicultural read-aloud program will
further the District�s efforts to enable
students to understand, appreciate, and
value diversity as being an integral part of
their everyday lives. The books are part of
the Respecting Ethnic and Cultural
Heritage Curriculum. Other parts of that
curriculum are being field tested in some
elementary and junior high schools this fall.

The read-aloud kit was approved by the
School Board after careful review by staff,
parents, and citizens, including those
represented on the District Diversity
Committee and the Ethnic Minority Parent
Community Council.

�The materials are outstanding,� says
Julius Edoh, a parent and substitute
teacher who participated in the review
process. �Through sharing our cultures,
we become unified.�

Plastic tubs containing artifacts that relate
to the books have been developed by
Bonnie Beaudoin, social studies teacher at
Stahl Junior High School, and Beth
Bestrom, Curator at the Karshner Mu-
seum. Teachers can check out the kits by
contacting the Museum at (253) 841-8748.

Karshner Elementary School Principal Alice Drummer shares A is
for Aloha and related artifacts with kindergartners.


